Daniel 7:13-14
13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Revelation 1:4-8
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 

and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”


Why do bad things happen?  A tyrant dictator orders the total eradication of a people in the name of power and control.  A young woman's heart gives out as she sleeps.  A terrorist cell plots violent, indiscriminate attacks to inflict fear upon their enemies.  A mugger trades scars and stitches in exchange for wallets and purses.  Groups more alike than different scream and scream at each other and never listen.  A soldier returns home from war to find his bride dead from plague.  And good people grow callous and jaded by bad things.


Why do bad things happen?  It's not a new question.  We've all been asking that question since we were old enough to realize the truth of that situation.  In fact, it's a question that the whole world has been struggling with for most of its existence.  Some of the earliest philosophical writings ever found, from Ancient Egypt and elsewhere, deals with the problem of why bad things happen.


Sure, as Christians, we can answer that question pretty simply.  Well, it's because of sin.  Everybody is sinful, and that sin often means we do bad things to each other; and all of creation is tainted by sin, so that disaster strikes even without our deserving it.  And of course that's all true.  Romans 8 says, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” But even the existence of sin doesn't tell us why it has to be like this.


Look!  We worship the God of the Bible, the Lord all-powerful and all-loving.  Just look at our lessons today from Daniel and Revelation.  Look at all the titles of power and glory God has: the Ancient of Days, our God and Father, the Alpha and the Omega (the Beginning and the End), the One who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.  And Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, the one who loved us and freed us from our sins by his own blood—this is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  So if Jesus, the Son of Man, rules such an almighty kingdom, if he rules over us and indeed over all the peoples of the earth, then why do bad things happen?

In his vision, Daniel saw the Son of Man “given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Jesus truly does reign over us in heaven as our king.  As the Son of God, he has all the power and authority of God, and he uses that power to work all things for the good of those who love him.


Those words are very familiar to us, and they are a great comfort to us.  But it can still be hard for us to remember that.  We look around and see so many terrible things happening in this sinful world of ours.  Fiery and bloody wars erupting in every corner of the globe; great famine and greed and want that leave so many people to go hungry or live in poverty; and every day, we face death all around us.  Bad things happen to good people.


It is tragic to hear the statistics of how many are suffering this woe or that wrong, but so much of it happens to our own friends and family members and other Christians, and yes, even ourselves.  And we can be tempted to say, “How, Lord?  How could you let these things happen?  Where are you, Lord?  Are you really protecting us?  Can’t you use your power to come help us and save us?”


I don’t know why you have problems.  I don’t know why you’re suffering.  I can’t tell you why bad things are happening to you, and I don’t understand how it will all work out.  


But I can tell you this: Look to the throne of God, and behold the Son of Man.  He is the Alpha and the Omega, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.  He has been given authority, glory and sovereign power because he is the firstborn from among the dead; and truly, what sorrows Jesus was put through.  He was present at the creation of the world, but he gave up all his power and glory to be born as a helpless human baby to a virgin mother.  He felt cold and hunger and grief and pain.  He was betrayed by his closest students, companions, and friends.  He was put on trial before petty rulers, he was mocked and scourged and beaten.  He carried all of our infirmities and sins, though he himself was innocent, and he suffered a criminal’s death on a cross.


But Jesus has triumphed.  He has risen.  He has overcome.  He has broken the power of death and washed us clean in his own blood.  His hands and feet still bear the scars of the wounds he suffered for us, but what glorious signs of love they are!  They remind us of all that he underwent and all that he conquered for us!  And now all peoples, nations and men of every language worship him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  He reigns from his throne in heaven, carrying out his will on earth and working all things for the good of his beloved people.


If you've ever tried to read the book of Revelation, you know how tough a book it can be.  The book of Daniel is very similar.  With all the visions and pictures in these books of prophecy, it can be very confusing to try and figure out what exactly is going on.  But in a way, that's part of the point.  We look around at the world around us, and so often we're troubled and confused by what we see.  It's hard for us to figure out what's going on.  But even if we are confused and troubled, Jesus isn't.  He knows what's going to happen.  And thanks to him, we do too.


God promises that our lives on earth will be difficult.  The times that we live in will be hard and confusing.  Bad things will happen to good people.  We cannot always understand how our difficulties work for our good, but all things have been ordained and ordered by God.  That is our great comfort.  Because in spite of all that hardship and confusion, all of God's prophecies also promise that Jesus wins!  Though we cannot see what the future holds, it rests in God’s hands.  


Jesus our King rules over us in love.  He gives us power and strength to overcome.  When things get tough and our problems mount, Jesus makes us steadfast.  Even when we fail or fall, we can still get up, dust ourselves off, and hold our heads high and say, “No matter what happens to me, Jesus has triumphed, and he gives me his victory!” Christ has triumphed.  The Son of Man rules an almighty kingdom.  We will keep our eyes fixed on the Son of Man, the Alpha and the Omega.  He helps us overcome all things and finally gives us everlasting life.  In Jesus' name, Amen.
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