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Devotions at the Altar
The Crucified.
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:23a (EHV) ...we preach Christ crucified... 

This is the first in a series of devotions that will bring us right up to the altar, where we see vivid symbols of Lent. The picture to the right is the central panel of our altar parament (or altar cloth) at Grace: the cross.
There is so much symbolism in this image. "INRI" is the abbreviated Latin phrase which Pilate had posted above Jesus' head on the cross: "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews". The sponge on the stick reminds us of the hyssop branch and sponge used to quench Jesus' thirst when He cried out for a drink. The spear was used by a Roman soldier to pierce Jesus' side after He had died, bringing forth a gush of blood and water.
And then, there is the cross...
It was the cruelest instrument of torture that the Romans had ever devised. Because of that, crucifixion was reserved for the very worst of criminals. Those who were crucified were stripped of all their clothes and every last ounce of dignity. They were secured to the rough, wooden beams with nails and/or ropes. It was a long and grueling, torturous, public execution of the least desirable outcasts of society. And Jesus hung there...on a Roman cross...the crucified.
The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 3, "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." How much more so in this case. Jesus suffered the mental and physical abuse of those who were torturing the life out of Him. Jesus endured the spiritual abuse of the pseudo-religious leaders of the day as they verbally tormented Him. But far worse it was for Him to shoulder the load of our sin and guilt and shame - yes, and that of every sinner of all time - and feel the torturous rejection of His heavenly Father. Jesus was crucified as the Substitute for sinners. What a tremendous curse He faced in His crucifixion.
The cross is what we preach.
You see, we deserve to be rejected by God the Father. Our stubborn disobedience and brazen rebellion against His commands earns us a place of eternal torment in hell, cast out of God's gracious presence forever! But Jesus endured our punishment on the cross. He paid for our sins with His innocent sufferings and death. He righted the sinful wrongs that were committed by Adam & Eve, all the way to - and including - you and me! Jesus crucified means our freedom, our forgiveness, and our future with the Lord in heaven.
As Paul and the other apostles did, so we preach Christ crucified. Look to Jesus Christ in faith. Take in the horrific image of gruesome suffering and torturous death. Behold the One who removes our guilt - all that would bar us from the Lord's gracious presence. Confidently proclaim the news of our crucified Christ. This is the Bible's message that we treasure of full forgiveness and everlasting peace!

Prayer: Jesus, may our hearts be burning with more fervent love for You! May our eyes be ever turning to behold Your cross anew, till in glory, parted never from the blessed Savior's side, graven in our hearts forever, dwell the cross, the Crucified! Amen. (Christian Worship, Hymn 108 stanza 3, "Jesus, Refuge of the Weary")
