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The Betrayed.
Bible Reading: Matthew 26:14-16 (EHV) Then one of the Twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. From that time on Judas was looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
This is the second in a series of devotions that brings us right up to the altar, where we see vivid symbols of Lent. The picture to the right is the first panel on the left of our altar parament (or altar cloth) at Grace: thirty silver coins. To begin, let's take a look at a few Scripture passages:
- Exodus 21:32 (ESV) If [a man's] ox gores a slave, male or female, the owner shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.

- Psalm 41:9 (EHV) Even a man who was at peace with Me, a man whom I trusted, who ate My bread, has raised up his heel to step on Me.

- Zechariah 11 tells about a faithful shepherd who is hated by the flock and paid 30 pieces of silver. The money is then thrown into the Temple and given to the potter. (Does this sound familiar?)

- John 6:70-71 (EHV) Jesus answered, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” He meant Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, because Judas was going to betray Jesus.

- Acts 1:16 (EHV) The Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David about Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus.
In this Lenten meditation, as we think about Jesus, the one who was betrayed, we can't help thinking also about Judas, the betrayer. Are you surprised at the list of passages above that describe the people and the account of Jesus' betrayal?
God knows the future. He foretold the events of Judas' deceitful plan. And as the scheme was unfolding, on many occasions Jesus extended a gracious hand to this disciple, seeking his repentance. But the Scripture had to be fulfilled...Judas would carry out this dastardly deed and betray the Savior - his Savior - motivated by selfish greed. Tragically, Judas would lose so much...his life, his faith, eternal life, and those 30 silver coins.
It's easy to throw darts at Judas. He's such a wicked villain in Bible history. But haven't we also betrayed our Lord? How many times have we misused His name just be a part of the "cool crowd" that curses and swears? How often have we NOT used Jesus' name because it wasn't convenient or advantageous for us at the time? Have we worn the "Christian hat" when it seems beneficial and discarded it when being a Christian might bring trouble, hardship or discomfort into our lives?
We're guilty as sin. But thank the Lord for sending His Son - not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45), including me and including you, dear reader.
I am always amazed to see how the Lord works His plans through sinful people and earthly events. God's plan of salvation includes a variety of unsavory characters and some underhanded and wicked events. Yet, we see the hand of the Lord bringing about His ultimate plan - the rescue of sinners.

Thirty silver coins - the purchase price of a slave. We see, admire and worship the greatest Servant of all time - sold for a measly sum, betrayed by a close friend, forfeiting His life up to a most horrible death for me and you. The Servant of God, Jesus Christ, has paid for our sin and guilt and shame - not with 30 pieces of silver, but with His holy, precious blood. He suffered our consequences and pain, because He loves us - each and every one of us. Jesus has set us free from our spiritual enemies. He has also set us free for a life of service in His kingdom and eternal life forevermore.
Prayer: When You woke that Thursday morning, Savior, Teacher, faithful Friend, thoughts of self and safety scorning, knowing how the day would end; Lamb of God, foretold for ages, now at last the hour had come when but One could pay sin's wages: You assumed their dreadful sum. Amen. (Christian Worship Supplement, Hymn 717 stanza 1, "When You Woke that Thursday Morning")
