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The Stripped.
Bible Reading: John 19:23-24 (EHV) 23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier. They also took His tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: They divided My garments among them and cast lots for My clothing. So the soldiers did these things.
We take another look at the altar, the fifth in our series, where we see vivid symbols of Lent. The picture to the right is the second panel from the right of our altar parament (or altar cloth) at Grace: three dice and a seamless robe undergarment.
We recall the account of Jesus’ crucifixion and can imagine the conversation between the four Roman soldiers who stood guard on Golgotha.

"The King of the Jews is not going to need these clothes anymore."


"Certainly not after today!"


"There's four of us, but He had five garments."


"That makes one piece of clothes for each of us...plus His tunic."


"Don't tear it, let's cast lots to see who gets it!"
And we see Jesus, secured to the cross with nails, looking down from His wretched perch at the scavenging soldiers below, dividing up His clothes. He was stripped of His dignity, stripped of His physical strength, stripped of His earthly possessions, even stripped of all of His clothes.
Isn’t Jesus’ love for us so amazing? He was stripped of everything. Jesus gave it all up - His throne, His power, His glory - so that He could give us, who by nature have nothing, would have everything that we poor helpless sinners need.
Confess your sins with me, dear Christians. It was our sin-stained garments that sent our Savior to the cross. But He who was stripped has forgiven our sins, removed our guilt and covered our shame. He has restored us into a right relationship with our heavenly Father. Praise His holy name! Jesus has clothed us in His righteousness! Through faith in Him, we are God's redeemed and forgiven children, covered in the holiness of Christ, and gifted with an eternal inheritance in heaven!

Prayer: 1) What grace is this! My Lord and King has set His face to suffering. My God eternal dies to bring eternal life to me. 5) What grace is this! Once wrapped in cloths and gently laid in manger trough, He's taken, dead, from wretched cross and wrapped again for me. 6) What grace is this? How can it be? He wears this raw humility to lift me to eternity. Such grace - sweet grace - for me. Amen. (Christian Worship Supplement, Hymn 715 stanzas 1,5-6)
