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The Pierced.
Bible Reading: Isaiah 53:5 (EHV) It was because of our rebellion that He was pierced. He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. 
We take our sixth and final look at the altar, where we see vivid symbols of Lent. The picture to the right is the first panel on the right of our altar parament (or altar cloth) at Grace: a hammer and a pliers; tools for driving nails and removing them.
As you very likely know, it's the special time of the year that we Christians call "Holy Week". It began with Palm Sunday, when we recall Jesus' ride into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey. Thursday of Holy Week has that Latin word which means 'command' attached to it - Maundy Thursday. Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper on that day, and urged His disciples to celebrate that meal often for the forgiveness of their sins. On Maundy Thursday He also commanded the disciples to love one another. And then there's Good Friday, a day that we might be inclined to say is misnamed.
"Good" Friday? It may seem to us more like "Bad" Friday or even "Sad" Friday. For it was on that day our Savior was pierced and died.
About 700 years before the first Good Friday, the prophet Isaiah described in great detail the events the Son of God would endure as He stepped into our world in a body like ours of flesh and blood, and willingly offered Himself up to die for sinful humanity - you and me included. Today's passage reveals why that day our Savior died is called "Good Friday".
"It was because of our rebellion that He was pierced."
Jesus' forehead was pierced with a thorny crown; His hands and feet were pierced with nails; His side was pierced with a Roman spear... Why? Because of our rebellion.
Our sinful thoughts. Our sinful actions. Our sinful words. Be they lustful, boastful, lazy, selfish, prideful, hateful, greedy, rude, doubtful, fearful - whatever! Many are the ways that we have rebelled against God and His holy will. Too numerous to count are the daily times we have not followed God's perfect plan for us and instead paved our own path to eternal ruin and fiery destruction.
But Jesus was pierced for our rebellion. He was crucified under the crushing burden of our sin and guilt and shame. And that is good...very good...exceedingly good.
The punishment our Savior endured from the hypocritical Jewish religious officials, from the brutish Roman soldiers, and from our righteous heavenly Father brings us everlasting peace. Jesus suffered so that we would not have to face such torment. Jesus bled and died so that our sins would be forgiven. Jesus was pierced so that our rebellion is forgiven and we are included in God the Father's family through faith in His sinless, self-sacrificing Son.
We look in faith to the One who was pierced for us. We pray that His precious blood, which cleanses us from all sin, will also empower us to use our heads and hearts, hands and feet to serve our suffering Savior who willingly gave His life for our salvation.
Prayer: 1) O dearest Lord, Thy sacred head with thorns was pierced for me; oh, pour Thy blessing on my head that I may think for Thee. 2) O dearest Lord, Thy sacred hands with nails were pierced for me; oh, shed Thy blessing on my hands that they may work for Thee. 3) O dearest Lord, Thy sacred feet with nails were pierced for me; oh, pour Thy blessing on my feet that they may follow Thee. 4) O dearest Lord, Thy sacred heart with spear was pierced for me; oh, pour Thy Spirit in my heart that I may live for Thee. Amen. (Christian Worship, Hymn 118)
