[image: image1.emf]Devotions at the Altar
The resurrected.
Bible Reading: Matthew 28:5-7a (EHV) 5 The angel said to the women, 

“Do not be afraid! I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.
6 He is not here. He has risen, just as He said.

Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
7a Go quickly and tell His disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead!"  
Maybe you (or someone you know) has said something

like the following phrases: "I have looked everywhere!" 

"It’s not where I left it!"  "I just can’t find it anywhere!"

"Has anyone seen my ___________ (fill in the blank)?"
Have you ever been frustrated when something that you needed or wanted could not be found?
Now think about those women who went to Jesus’ tomb early Easter morning. Do you think that they were a little frustrated? frightened? frantic? They had seen the way that Joseph and Simeon had quickly wrapped and buried Jesus‘ body on Good Friday. While they undoubtedly appreciated it that those two men had quickly taken care of the lifeless carcass of their dead Savior, the women had planned to give Jesus a proper Jewish burial on Sunday...after the Passover had ended.
Perhaps on the way to the tomb the women were thinking about the supplies they had brought, who would do what, did they bring enough spices, and...oh yeah, how would they roll that stone out of the way to open the entrance to Jesus' tomb. 
And then...
AND THEN... 
Well, the stone was already rolled away! The tomb was empty! Jesus' body was gone! Angels! There were angels! And those heavenly messengers first told the women NOT to be afraid! Then the angels said that the Lord was no longer in the grave! They said to the women, "Jesus has risen, just as He said."
WHAT?!?!
How many times have we been told something, but we weren't listening, we weren't paying attention or we weren't believing that "that something" would happen?
Jesus had spoken to His disciples many times - and in great detail - about His arrest, His suffering, His death and burial, and His resurrection from the grave. But the disciples, both men and women, just didn't believe it. The women went to the tomb early Easter morning fully expecting to find their Savior's body there. After the women had told the disciples about the empty tomb and their conversation with the angels, the men did not believe it. Peter and John ran to the tomb and found it empty, but they went away confused. Even after Jesus visibly and physically appeared to some of the disciples, they still had a hard time believing that He was truly alive - resurrected from the dead. Thomas said, in no uncertain terms, that he did not and would not believe that Jesus was alive unless he saw Him personally and touched His wounds.
What a gracious and merciful (and patient) Savior! He spoke. He repeated Himself. He restated His promises. He clarified what He had previously said...all before He died. And then He sent angels. And He sent the women who had spoken to the angels. And He visited His disciples face-to-face. Jesus left no more room for doubt. He proved to Mary, the Emmaus disciples, Peter and John, and many others that He had completed the work of rescuing sinners from hell. Jesus died to forgive our sins! And He rose from death, assuring His disciples of every era that He is our living, forgiving Savior.
Still don't believe it? Are you still looking for the Lord? Look no further, dear reader. Remember God's promise of salvation to sinners from the beginning of time - promises that are sprinkled throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. Listen to Jesus' promises in the four inspired Gospels. Read, throughout the New Testament, the testimonies of many who have personally, physically, face-to-face seen our resurrected Lord Jesus. And see with the eyes of faith what Mary and Thomas, Peter and John, the apostle Paul, and many others saw...the resurrected Jesus, alive again!
This is why we join together with Christians spanning two millennia to shout our joyful Easter declaration: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Prayer: Living Lord and risen Savior, accept my alleluias and increase my joy that comes from knowing that You have risen from the dead. Comfort me with the assurance that my sins are forgiven and eternal life in heaven is sure. Let the joy of the Easter message lead me to go and tell the good news of Your resurrection to the people who don't know the true meaning of Easter. Let the light of my faith in You shine brightly as I face each day in the future and the day of my death on earth. I ask this in Your name, who rose for me. Amen. (Reprinted from There's A Prayer for That, p. 4)
