“Back to the Basics” – Reviewing Luther's Catechism
The Ten Commandments
The 5th Commandment
You shall not murder.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body,

but help and befriend him in every bodily need.

1. God protects human life in this commandment. Why, according to Isaiah 55:6, “Seek the LORD while He may be found,” is the time of a person’s life so important?
2. Who alone has the right to end human life?
Give specific examples of ways that taking a human life does not violate this commandment.
3. List some ways that this commandment is broken.
4. In the Fifth Commandment God forbids suicide. Why?
List some reasons people use today to defend the act of suicide.
5. Jesus says this commandment is even broken without the actual taking of human life. What are those ways?
List some sins of omission against this commandment.
6. Respond to the following:

Everyone who commits suicide automatically goes to hell.
Making the decision not to put a family member on life support is murder.
7. Give examples from Jesus’ life of how He perfectly obeyed this commandment. 
Besides following this commandment by showing a high regard for human life, what did Jesus do to save us from our sins against this commandment?
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