“Back to the Basics” – Reviewing Luther's Catechism
The Ten Commandments
The 8th Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, or give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him, and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way.
1. What is God protecting with this commandment?
Why is protecting our own and others’ reputations so important? 
2. Define or give an example of the following, in regard to this commandment:

gossip
slander
defend
take words and actions in the kindest possible way
3. According to the following passages, what do’s and don’ts does the Lord give us when we learn of another person’s sin?

Proverbs 25:9 (EHV) Do not reveal someone else's secret.
Ezekiel 3:18-19 (EHV) 18 “When I announce to a wicked man, “You shall surely die,” if you do not warn him, and you do not speak up to warn the wicked man against his wicked way so that he can live, then that wicked man will die because of his guilt, and I will hold you responsible for his blood. 19 But you, if you warn the wicked man, and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your own life.”
Matthew 18:15 (EHV) “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have regained your brother.”
Luke 17:3 (EHV) “If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him.”
Ephesians 4:15 (EHV) [Speak] the truth in love.
4. What is a God-pleasing response to Agnes, who says that in Christian love and for the sake of relationships, she listens sympathetically when her friends complain to her about others?
5. Read 1 Peter 2:22-23 (EHV) 22 He did not commit a sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth. 23 When He was insulted, He did not insult in return. When He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.
How is Jesus both our perfect Savior and a perfect example of obedience to this commandment?
Can you give other examples from Jesus’ life of how He perfectly obeyed this commandment? 
Besides following this commandment by showing a proper regard for God’s gift of a good reputation, what did Jesus do to save us from our sins against this commandment?
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